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F Hereas I underſtand that many have been troubled at what 
{ hath of late paſt at the O/d Baily,concerning ſome perſons 
calied @xakers, inwhich Acton I was an Inftrument; 1 - 
+, do therefore, for the honour of God, and for the ſatisfa- 
[Son of thoſe Which are troubled, and unto my own ſhame, write 
ikeſe things following, which I-do from my whole heart defire that 
xuwould look upon as no feigned thing, but that which doth flow 
jom the abundance of a bleeding-ſoul. | 
- You have heard that 1 was one of the Jury upon January laſt paſt, 
men there were ſome perſons, called Qzakers, to be tryed for the 
heach-of an At of Parliament, entituled, A» AG to prevent and ſup- 
gi Seditrous Conventicles, and upon their Tryals, brought in guilty, 
Now as to the breach of which AR, you may judge that they were 
wt guilty according to the literal meaning of it; and your trouble, 
. - Wzl underſtand, doth ariſe from this, That I ſhould have a hand 'in 
;  Wicha thing, which may be to the ruining of. many poor ſouls, that 
x6(as I judge) altogether innocent ; Now for your ſatisfa&tion in 
Whis caſe, I judge it no leſs than my duty to declare to you, and the 
thole world, the whole ſtate of the Caſe, which is as followeth : 
Ixing ſummoned to appear at J»/tice-Hall in the Old Baily upon the 
Juyon the x 3th of Fannary, I did not uſe that means to get off as 
hewife 1 might, and the reaſon of it was this ; that much abour 
tis time twelve-month_I was ſummoned in the like nature, but not 
mpanclied, and ſo I thought L ſhould not now at this time ; but 
ein my expeRations failed me, and being miſtaken upon that ac= 
bunt, I was impanelled, and did attend upon the buſineſs of the time 
keto dayes ; but before I was on the ; nh I did enquire whether 
ere were any ſuch perſons to be tryed as were called Quakers ? 
nd 1 was then informed that there were none, and then I was the 
bore indifferent in the bufineſs : but upon the laſt day of the week 
Idid heat there were ſome ſuch perſons, as is before-mentioned, . ts 
tryed ; at the heating of which I was much troubled, and did not 
wa what todo; and having many reaſonings in my (elf, I came 
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to this concluſion; That 1t was not ſafe for me to uſe meang tg 
off ; and that, firſt, becauſe I was ca[led thereunto ; alſo ſupgs 

I might be an Inſtrument of g00d ; withal thinking that they were 
not breakers of that Act, and therefore nothing could bemade of jx 
But for me to relate all thoſe things that paſled chere, is notthehy. 
fineſs that is neceffary in this work, but only this; that whay' 
were Called to the Bar; and the Indictment being read, which 
for being at an unlawful! M, ceting or Conventicle, contrary tothy Ly. 
gie of the Church of England ; and being asked, Whether they wy 
guilty, or not guilty ? the anſwer that many of them made was thig; 
Net gxilty of bre aking of any ri ghteous Law of God ; others, that they 
were innocent, and the like aniwers Were given by them. The Wiz. 
neſſes being called, they were asked, Whether ſuch and ſuch(m. 
mine of their names) were at the Bull and Month ? the Witneſſes 
finding of their names in a Paper which they had in their hands, rg 
plyed, Tes,may Lord, they were there, Such Evidence as this 1 thought 
would be ſtrange and very ſlender, to bring perſons in guilty of the 
breach of that late A& of Parliament; for the molt that any of they 


did ſay, as to what they did there,one of the Witneſles ſaid, Tha th 


mere there a prating, VVhen the Witnefles had done, and the Pt. 
ſoners had leave to ſpeak for themſelves, the Judge asked them, 
Whether they were at the Bull and Mouth? ſome of them anſmer. 
ed, They. were there + and being asked what they did there ?: ſome 

aniwered, They. were there to worſhip God, Then ſaid the Judoe, |; 
enough : And others ſaid, that they were there, and met in the Fra of 
God ; he alſo replyed, That's enough. But God forbid that any Ry. 
lers or Governours-in the whole world ſhould look upon it as -#crime 
ro worſhip God, and to meet in the fear of God, * When they ha 
anſwered the Judge in this manrier, he told us the bufineſs was {6 
clear that we need not. go from the place, but that we might givein 
our Verdi&t preſently; and moreover, that whereas every. one 
them was convicted twice before, before two Juſtices of the Peace, 
we had no more to do, but to find whether they were there-or no, 
But ſome not being willing to make ſo light of a thing of ſuch great 
concernment, we did ( I mean the Jury ) all withdraw. Whenme 
were altogether, the Fore-man of the Jury did begin to declarehis 
opinion in theſe words,” T bat the buſoneS was ſo clear we need not fend 
tame about it, but go and carry them in guitty, This was the 90 


UE (5) 
2H ,: Atthe hearing of which. I rofd'them, that it was hotmy- 
Lkement ſo to do ; and although the Eleven were againſt me, 1 
end mult be againſtſuch a Verdict, and my Reaſons for my ſo 
Lage, were theſe that follow, 

"4 Firſt, Becauſe there was no witneſs to prove what they did 
be: It's true, one of the Witnefles ſaid, that they mere there a 
ay, That Law, as Ido underftand;, doth not condemn men for 
he the Bull and auth, neither doth it condemn men forprating 
er: and although they were there, and as they ſaid, met there tn 
teFrar of the Lord God, yet I did not judge that it taketh hold on 
ebthat thal ſo do; becauſe I judged that it was the duty of all men, 
adin all places, to meet in the Fear of God. mY 
2:Aſecond:Reaſon I did then wrge was this, That the A& and 
hd nent ſaith, contrary to the Lyturgie of the Church of England ; 
Ild-them, that for my part I was very ignorarit of the Lyturgy of 
te Church of E-gland,and being ignorant of it,could not make them 
milty of the breach of a thing! I knew:not, . for in ſuch a caſe no man 
alcfor a Jury-man but what 1s well-learned in the Lyturgy. | 

27. Thirdly, Becauſe as I told them, that the Indictment ran, for 


kya 4 Conventicle 3 which I told them, That by a Conventicle, as 
Iadunderftand, ( for what man can judge more than he knoweth) 
w2 meeting together of ſome perſons for to a& againſt the King 
a{Government, but.We could: not find that any thing was acted 
were rending/unto any ſuch thing, Wd by 
4} Fourthly, Becauſe (as I did underſtand) that that A&t of Par- 
lent (as the Judge did inform us ) was to prevent Inſurrettions, by 
Wing togetber under a Pretence of Religions Exerciſe , but as unto 
leſe-People they could nor be made guilty of the breach of that Act; 
xauſe there Was'inot any Witneſs to prove that they were there up- 
mprereuce, but, as they confeſs, really ro: worſhip God 3". or upon the ac 
ar of any Inſurre&ion ; and, as far as ever I could- hear, were 
withe people that ever had hand in any ſuch thing. | 

5 Fifthly, I minded this unto them, That the hand of God 
al been ſeen in an extraordinary manner, by them that had of late 
teen tranſported, Therefore did adviſe that they would not be raſh, 
Mceanfider what it was that they were a going about to do... 

Theſe Reaſons I did nie, as that which did ſatisfie me, and I 
Wpht'might have ſatisfied the reſt of the Jury, that the Priſoners 
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were notguilty of the-crimes charged in the Inditment:;'Butgi 


would not fignifte any thing.” - | 1-908 
Now inthe conſideration of theſe things, the Officer camead 


ſaid, My Lord hath ſent to know whether you are all agreed : word wag 


. ſent, No. Many of the Jury ſaid, That they had confeſſed ſo much 
therfore they could do no leſs than carry them in guilty, I told them often 
that I could never agree unto it. . The Officer comes again, yetmy 
were not agreed; and goes, and comes again, and ſaid, M4 La 
hath ſent me for to lock you up, At this many of the Jury were tru. 
bled, and howto help we could not tell : but at laſt we didbegint 
confider, how far we could agree together, and about four of ug 
came to this concluſion, that we. could carry them in thus, :Tha 
they were at the Bull and Mouth, and upon a Religions account, and no 
further ; and no more had we, either from the Witneſſes or them- 


ſelves : But here all parties were not agreed ; and about this time 
| the Officer comes again, and faid, My Lord bath ſent me to hw 


- the Names of thoſe that are not agreed, TI then told.him my Name,and 
told him that I could not agree to the bringing of them. in-ovilty of 
the Inditment.. And in this condition we were i1n for about two 
hours, about which time thoſe that were for not bringing of themin 


ouilty of the Indi&ment,.did begin to be of another mind , and not. 


only ſo, but did alſo uſe Arguments for to perſwade me ; ſo thatyit 
what the Judge told us, T hat we had nothing todo bat to find whither 
they were there or no; and alſo with the Officers often coming unto 
us, and about eight or nine of us that were never upon ſuch a Juy 
before, and as to my own part I underderſtood but little in ſuch 
things, and ſo being in a great ſtrait, and reaſoning with my ſelf and 
others, I was over-perſwaded, and deeply ſurprized, ſo far, as to 
hold my 'peace /at the Bar, notwithſtanding when that we weres 
coming out of the room where we were together, I told them that] 
was not agreed any further than is before-mentioned, and to this 
ſome of them are my witneſſes; and the Lord of Heaven that knows 
all hearts, is alſo Witneſs to the truth of this. i 
Now this 1 have to ſay, and do before the Lord, his People, and 
the whole World, declare, That herein I was ſurprized, and 
came an Inſtrument of great diſhonour un® the Name of God, and 
a trouble unto his People ; and the more I conſider of it, the more 1 
do ſee the wickedneſs of it, and the lowneſs and baſeneſs of my own 
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air; that I (kould be filent at ſuch-a time, and in ſuch'a caſe of 
orear concernment,. that was dire&ly againſt my own under- 
dino, which giveth me great cauſe of grief. and ſorrow of heart, 


Sddoth even cauſe my ſoul to bleed; and the Lord knows it doth 
d was Witter me of my peace by day, and of my reſt by. night, That God 
wich, WH hould give me a Tongue, and yet I ſhould not have a Heart to 
fren, Wacke uſe of it, in ſuch a caſe, and at ſuch a time! Andit hath been 
te BY ifien in my thoughts, that if God ſhould deal with me as I have 
Lond WM taltin this cafe, he might deprive me of that member ; for where- 
ou. WW 1 have been a diſhononr unto God, a grief unto the Righteous, 


nouble unto my own Soul, and a means of ſorrow and affliction 


f.us Watomany innocent Souls, for want of bearing a Publick Teſtimony 
ba WM wen the Lord had put it into my hands; the conſideration of which 
no WW mkes my ſoul to cry out, O Lord God, what may be doxe in this caſe ! 
en. WW being under this trouble and ſorrow of heart, for which I may 


{a Thave juſt cauſe) to mourn all the dayes of my life, it came in- 
way heart to Write theſe things following, to the end that it might 
ktWarning unto all men in the like caſe, that when they are cal- 
{dunto-ſuch a work as this was, that they may have a care how 
they are eicher perſwaded againſt their own underſtandings, (which 
#Iconceive no mortal man will require) and alfo to know when 
#heak, how to ſpeak, and when to be filent. 
pan, Thatall men may know I never conſented unto any other 
Yadi& to be brought in againſt thoſe people called Quakers, no 0- 
therwviſe than by my Glence at the Bar, which for the want of a good 
nderftanding in the work I was then upon, with the Arguments 
aedby others, and by often ſending to, and threatning withal, I 
Wſurprized and led intoa ſnare ; but yet I thank God tha t it was 
[mtdone with premeditation, as Judas betrayed his Maſter: yer I 
Ure not excuſe my ſelf, but ſay, / have ſinned: and as Eve was 
prized by the ſubtilty of the Serpent, yetit was ſinful in her, and 
tehn lay heavy upon her, Perey was brought into a ſnare, to deny 
WMaſter, yet was not to be excuſed from fin in-that caſe, David 
*$ tempted to number the People of 1ſrael, yet he was not excuſed 
om fin, notwithſtanding he was provoked and tempted unto it : and 
deed this inſtance-of David hath la in heavy upon me, that as D«- 
90d number the People'of Iſrael, - 2 Sam.24. x, 10, it's ſaid, that 
Dees beart ſmrtehim ; and his heart ſmiting him, was a plain diſ- 
s covery 
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covery that the had not done well. Our hearts do not ſmite ug'wane 
we do thoſe things that are good and right in the fight of God! a 
at that very time mm which theſe things were done, I was nor with 
a {micten hearr, and great jealoufies I had that I had not done'wath 
and yer deprived of that reaſon 'and courage as I oughtto have ha 
to ſay thoſe things which was really my.Judement before; "Ip 
not make it my buſineſs to ſay any thing of the faults of others, havin 
too much toſay of my own ; and becauſe I would not be teadiounas 
burthenſom, 1 {hall-for the inſtruRion of the Chriſtian Reader,com. 
priſe What I have to ſay into theſe following particulars, +; 
Firlt, as unto the frame of my own hearr, before I was on the} 
ry, and that was thus ; I was too too confident in my ſelf, and of wn 
own Rrength and thoughts, judging the Priſoners Were not cuilty 
' the breach of that At; and from that confideration concluding that 
I ſhould not be an Inſtrument to bring them in guilty of it, andhy 
ler me tell thee, too much of my own ſtrength did appear, and hate- 
in I was too much like unto Peter, when he ſaid, that though all wa 
forſock Chriſt, yet he would not ; but when he came unto the tryal;'hk 
became another man, From hence learn, That « mans own flrunh 
% his exceeding weakneſs, and a mans own confidence 14 great faoliſhuſ 
Be therefore put in mind alwayes to ſtay upon God ; «and obſery 


this as a certain Rule, That a man being given over to follow | 
own underſtanding, and to leave the Counſel that proceedeth from 
above, is ready to Work his own ruine, andis like unto a Lamb 
in a large place, ſubje& toevery devouring Wolf, to be led intoeyay 
temptation and ſnare of Satan ; but the man that doth make the Lon 
his ſtrength, who giveth himſelf up to be led and guided byhim, i 
a ſafe man : for if floods of temptations ariſe againſt him, yethe 
hath a Rock under him.” And from hence David s confidence dit 
proceed, Pſal. 46. That as his confidence was in God, and not in hi 
own ſtrength, he would not fear though the Earth was removed, Now 
the end for which I write theſe things is, that no man might-be ul 
have been, too too confident in-my own ftrength :- but in all thingy 
of concernment, little or much, every man may have his expeliy 
tions from Heaven, that he may walk furely therein.” Now, fron 
the conſideration of ſuch an eſtate and condition in which I was inf 
þy woful experience I ſpeak it to my ſhame): in being ſo confident 
ry own ſrepgth, doth put me upon an enquiry into the _ 
2 realor 


2 bY 47 =, 
a of theſe things, . that I ſhould fall into ſuch' a: ſnare, whictt 
indeed Make me jealous of my own heart, that it hath not been 
lt to God as it ought, and I defire to deal plainlyin this thing ; 
was, that it was the rejoycing of my heart to follow the Lord 
Srfoever he went, but of late it hath not been ſo; time was 
i] had greater diſcoveries of God's Love unto my ſoul, but of 
have ſeen to ariſe Miſts and Clouds, and have been as one that: 
Hot bis firſt Love ;. and indeed the finfulneſs of this wickedneſs 
-— Wporear, that it may give great jealoufies to think Iam one that 
i. Wine out of the mouth of God : bur as to my ſelf 1 am not altoge- 
Te Whrlefe without hope, becauſe T did it ignorantly. And Chriſt is held 
of Win the Goſpel nor only to be a Saviour from ſmall offences and 
ty hut great fins alſo; not only to give Grace to reſtrain from them, 
> chic ff anpare overtaken by them, he 15 an Advocate to plead ther cauſe, 
hee ie ſve from the guilt and puniſhment of fin, if they truly repent. 
het Wie things [ write, not to encourage any in fin, but to avoid all the 
watances of fin ; and not to give way unto a ſpiritual decay, for 
milend in miſery. Peters confidence was a forerunner of greater 
Hfeies ; he denied his Lord, and what followed? Peter went ont 
pbwept bitterly, And ſo I would it might be a Caution to others, 
my experience, to take heed what they do in matters of ſo greac 
kiternment. 
&condly, When I was on the Jury, and the Verdi& brought in, 
neexceedingly troubled in my ſelf, yet at that time not thereby 
able wherein I had done amiſs, an4 that becauſe the Judge told 
that we had no more to do,. but to. find whether they were at the 
Wind Month ; an they confefſing of it, was the great thing thar 
wed my mouth ; but as co the Indiament it ſelf, never otherwiſe 
Wmaded bur that they were not guilty : . but being ignorant of my 
bo"in ſuch a work, I held my pzace; yet however, my ignorance 
wot excuſe me ; my own peace hath been, and is diſturbed by it, 
how I may recover My ſelf, and do good unto thoſe that I have 
ſnded ( by my ſo aRing) I know: not : the Lord hath convinced 
ethat I have been an Inſtrument of Unrighteouſneſs in this thing, 
heart hath been as an Anvil for Satan to work on, not only toim- 
Won, but alſo to baniſh, as who knowzth what may happen unto 
kn, their wives and children, they may cty fot vengeance from 


Kaven ; and herein I. may ſay, as David, Its 7 that have ſinned : 
B- *and 
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and © that God had bleſſed c with that bappineſs to have pre. 
vented me! but now it is too late to recal the thing paſhy, bur. 7 
bear the Indignation of the Lord, becanſe I have ſinned againit hin, 
W hich leadeth me to the next particular thing, To detire others 
thit they would ſympathize with me; I do not mean in the 6s, butja 
the ſorrow ; defiring thoſe that have an intreſt in God, would'im. 
pfove it upon my account,that theGuilr might be taken off fromme 
and that God would ſatisfie me with his Love, whatſoever he ſhoulg 
do to me upon any other account, When Job was in trouble he &l., 
led unto his Friends to affiſt him, Job 19. 21. Have pitty wpou my, 

' have pitty upon me, O ye my Friends, for the Hand of the Lord bak 
touched me., But on the other hand, it was matter of grief unto him, 
and the adding of ſorrow unto ſorrow, when that they had forſaken 
him ; Job 19, 14, 19, All my inward friends abhorred me, and thy 
whom 1 loved are turned againſt me. Therefore I deſire that you would 
allit in the bearing of the burden with me, and that, if it be themill 
of God, the Judgment which I may look for, may be prevented, but 
in a ſpecial manner the Sin forgiven. | 

Now that which I have mor to ſay is, That all men might haye 
a care, that whenſoever they may be called unto any work of Con. 
cernment, eſpecially when the Honour of God lieth at the take, 
that you would look well to your hearts ; and although you may 
think you ſtand, yet to tak heed leſt you fall, as I have done, in- 
to ſnares and temptations, and ſo come to loſe your peace, which 
18 as a precious Jewel of great price : threfore keep your hearts 
with all diligence ; for the negle& thereof leadeth into ſnares: 
Thorns and ſnares are inthe way of the froward, but he that keepeth bu Ml 
ſoul ſhall be far from them, The heart of a man is very deceitfull, W 
therefore it is time for a man to look about him, and to have acare 
of his heart when he thinketh himſlf moſt confident ; And Godis 
more honoured by a man that hath a low eſteem of himſelf, than of 
the other. 1f he be going about any thing of Concernment, he is 
very fearful of diſhonouring of God ; he is often with God toask 
counnſet, often with Fiicnds to take advice, and all is, becauſe he 
knoweth bur alittle ; He is afraid of diſhonouring God, and there- 
fore he is very jealous over his own heart. It pleaſed the Lord 
when he heard Solomon ſay, that he was but a Child, and therefore 
he gave him the things he requeſted, a 
| is 
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"his 1 ſpeak to that end that you may be adviſed to lean upon the 
Tad for advice and counſel, which is the way to keep your eyes 
Tam tears, and your feet from falling : bur becauſe I rook not this 
nſel my ſelf, I ſhall rather defire to conclude ; onely ſay this, 
mat 1 look upon what I have here written to be my duty; firſt, 
condemn my ſelfe for my filence, and that / ſhould be ſurpiized in 
<2 manner as / was; ſecondly, that as / have herein. committed - 
iublick Offence, ſo / judge it my duty to make a publick Acknow.. 
ledoement of the ſame ; and although ( as it is poſlible) theſe lines. 
wy come into the hands of men of ſeveral Opinions and Perſwa- 
fons, yet that they would judge charitably of me, that I do it not 
MWipleaſe any man's humour, neither thereby intend to offend any; 
lit as I have offended through my weakneſs, and my ſoul burdened 
reaſon thereof,. I hope they will all bear with me, conſidering 


i What the Scripture ſaith, Prov. 18, 14. The ſpirit of a man will 


an bis infirmity, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear ? 


THE END. 


